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Firearms in Latin American and Caribbean schools

Facts

Our Approach
to the understanding of the
phenomenon by deepening understanding into its
Contribute

nature, manifestations, causes and challenges.

Generate knowledge to comprehensively address
the presence of firearms in schools.

Promote dialogue among national authorities, civil
society organizations, youth groups and other relevant
actors to better respond to the challenges posed by
firearms in schools.

integration of specific measures
to prevent and respond to the presence and use
Support the

of firearms in schools.

With the support of:

Over the past few decades, the presence and use of firearms
in schools has become a problem across the region. Some of
the manifestations of the phenomenon include: firearms found
inside schools, students who carry firearms among their
belongings, armed students who threaten their classmates and
teachers, and shooting inside schools, among others.
The implications represent a serious obstacle to the human
development of boys and girls, adolescents and young people
in terms of physical integrity (injuries and deaths), as well as at
the educational and psychosocial level.

Our Contribution
Inter-institutional seminars to
promote dialogue and
the exchange of experiences
to strengthen responses to
the phenomenon.

Compilation study of

responses and good
practices to address
the issue of firearms in
schools.

Beneficiaries
This assistance forms part of the support provided by
UNLIREC to States in their efforts to implement the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, mainly to ensure safe

learning environments and mechanisms to
protect the rights of boys and girls, adolescents and youth
in line with Sustainable Development Goals 4 (Quality
Education), 5 (Gender Equality), and 16 (Peace, Justice and
Strong Institutions).

United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America
and the Caribbean
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UNLIREC – headquartered in Lima, Peru – forms part of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). Its
mandate is to strengthen the capacity of Member States to achieve sustainable peace and security through disarmament,
conventional arms and ammunition control, and the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. UNLIREC also
provides technical assistance in line with international good practices and standards.

